4o            TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
were despatched into the Sea of Marmora, technically justi-
fying themselves by the Straits Convention. Russia claimed
that, under pretext of saving Turkey, they had openly
violated the Convention. The situation rapidly drifted into
war, France and England declaring war on Russia after
making a treaty of alliance with Turkey. The war was
fought out on the Crimea, by the aid of the allied fleets
which struck at the great Russian fortress on the Black Sea,
Sebastopol.
In the peace negotiations, which were begun before the
Crimean War was finished, the most difficult questions to
settle were the questions of the Straits and the Black Sea.
It was to be expected that, after a disastrous war, Russia
would surrender the position it had held, with reference
to Turkey, but to accept the full humiliation of a neutral-
ized sea on its southern frontier was to accept the terms of
the vanquished. This it found itself obliged to do after the
fall of Sebastopol.
The Treaty of Paris, in which these important clauses
were embodied, was the result of the Conference at Paris
of the Powers of Europe (including Sardinia) and for the
next fourteen years it determined the status of the Straits.3
According to Article VII, Turkey was "admitted to par-
ticipate in the advantages of the public law and system of
Europe." Apart from the territorial settlements, the Treaty
dealt mainly with three points: the question of the Straits;
3 Text in Hertslet, Map of Europe, Vol. II, p. 1250; Phillipson,
Termination of War and Treaties of Peace, pp. 350-7; Holland, European
Concert in the Eastern Question, pp. 241 ff. For full discussion of the
Conference of Paris see Goriainow, Mischef, Dascovici, op. cit. and in
Debidour, Histoire diplomatique de rEurope (Paris, 1891), etc. As the
treaty dealt but slightly with the Straits, Phillipson and Buxton have
rather slight treatment.